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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method on a member of a computing system group for 
substituting members, the method comprising: 

replacing an old member with a new member, wherein the old member is assigned 
to a subgroup and controls at least one resource; 

determining if the new member is within the subgroup and is thereby able to 
control the at least one resource ; 

configuring, in response to determining tf the new member is within the subgroup 
and is thereby able to control the at least one resource , configuring the new member to 
control rocourooo the at least one resource that was were controlled by the old member; 

replacing, in response to determining i f the new member is not in the subgroup 
and is thereby not able to control the at least one resource , r e placing the at least one 
resource with resources controlled by the new member; end 

producing c onfiguring a computing group communications configuration system 
to accommodate replacement of the old member by the new membe r; and 

configuring a computing group communications system with the computin g group 
communications configuration . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 3 wherein the old member is a primary . 
member of a computing system group. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the replacing 
mothod is performed in response to a failure of the old member. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the new member 
is in the subgroup, the old member was a primary member of the subgroup and the new 
member becomes a backup membe r of the subgroup, wherein the bid member and the 
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new member are able to control the at least one resource and the new member assumes 
control of the at least one resource , 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the old member 
is a backup membe r and wherein the new member replaces the old member in a backup 
priority . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the m e thod 
replacing is performed in response to a failure of at least one of the at least one resources. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, further comprising 
selecting a new resource to be substituted for the at least one of the at least one resource, 
and wherein the new member is selected based upon its controlling the a new resource 
that is selected to be substituted for the at least one of the at least one resources. 

8. (Currently Amended) A member of a computing system group, the member 
comprising: 

a group management component for: 

selecting a new member to replace an old member, wherein the old 
member is assigned to a subgroup and controls at least one resource; and 

determining i f the new member is within the subgroup and is thereby able 
to control the at least one resource ; 
a resource controller for: 

configurin g, in response to determining the new member is within the 
subgroup and is thereby able to control the at least one resource, the new member 
to control rooourcoo the at least one resource that was were controlled by the old 
member- if th e n e w member io within the subgroup ; and 

replacin g, in response to determining the new member is not in the 
subgroup and is thereby not able to control the at least one resource, the at least 
one resource with resources controlled by the new membe r if tho now member is 
not in th e s ubgroup ; and 
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producing a computing group communications configuration to 



accommodate replacement o 



a communications controller 
system with the computing group 



replac e m e nt of th e old member with 



the old member by the new member; and 



for configuring a computing group communications 
communications configuration* 



the now member . 



9. (Original) The member accordi4g to claim 8, wherein the old member is a primary 
member of a computing system groMp. 



10. (Original) The member according 
component, the resource controller a)id 
response to a failure of the old member. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The 
member is in the subgroup, the old 
the group management component 
backup membe r of the subgroup. 



to claim 8, wherein the group management 
the communications controller operate in 



mbmbe 



er according to claim 8, wherein the new 
number was a primary member of the subgroup and 
operates to cause the new member to become a 
whbrein the old member and the new member are able 



to control the at least one resource ar)d the new member assumes control of the at least 



one resource. 



12. (Currently Amended) The mfember according to claim 8, wherein the old member 
is a backup member and wherein the! new member replaces the old member in a backup 
priority, 

13. (Original) The member according to claim 8, wherein the group management 
component, the resource controller afid the communications controller operate in 

i 

response to a failure of at least one of the at least one resources. 



14. (Currently Amended) The member according to claim 13, wherein the group 
management controller selects a new! resource to be substituted for the at least one of the 
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at least one resource, and selects the new member based upon its controlling the a new 
resource that is selected to be substituted for the at least one of the at least one resources. 

15. (Currently Amended) A signal bearing medium including a program which, when 
executed by a processor, performs operations for substituting members, the program 
being tangibly embodied in the signal bearing medium, the operations comprising: 

selecting a new member to replace an old member, wherein the old member is 
assigned to a subgroup and controls at least one resource; 

determining if the new member is within the subgroup and is thereby able to 
control the at least one resource ; 

configuring, in response to determining i f the new member is within die subgroup 
and is thereby able to control the at least one resource , configuring the new member to 
control rogouro e s the at least one resource that was w ere controlled by the old member; 

replacing^ in response to determining i f the new member is not in the subgroup 
and is thereby not able to control the at least one resource, replacing the at least one 
resource with resources controlled by the new member; aad 

producing configuring a computing group communications configuration s ystem 
to accommodate replacement of the old member by the new membe r: and 
configuring a computing group communications system with th e computing group 
communications configuration . 

16. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 5, wherein the old member is a 
primary member of a computing system group. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 5, wherein the 
operations are performed in response to a failure of the old member. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 5, wherein the new 
member is in the subgroup, the old member was a primary member of the subgroup and 
the new member becomes a backup membe r of the subgroup, wherein the old member 
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and the new member are able to control the at least one resource and the new member 
assumes control of the at least one resource . 

19. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 15, wherein the old 
member is a backup member and wherein the new member replaces the old member in a 
backup priority . 

20. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 15, wherein the operations are 
performed in response to a failure of at least one of the at least one resources. 

21. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 20, the operations 
further comprising selecting a new resource to be substituted for the at least one of the at 
least one resource, and w herein the new member is selected based upon its controlling the 
a new resource that is selected to be substituted for the at least one of the at least one 
resources. 
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